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Subaru Runs Strong In GRAND-AM Continental Tire Sports Car Challenge Opener

- Factory Team’s WRX STI runs as high as 3rd at Daytona -

Phoenixville, PA, Jan 29, 2012  -  Facing a 40-car field in the Grand Sport class of the GRAND-AM Continental Tire

Sports Car Championship racing series, Subaru Road Racing Team’s (SRRT) drivers ran as high as third place in their

4-door #35 Subaru WRX STI at the season-opening race held at the world-famous Daytona International Speedway.

Subaru driver Andrew Aquilante, Phoenixville, Pa., worked his way to the third spot and held the position from laps 36

through 38, but an on-track incident on the last lap of the race, involving another Grand Sport class competitor, knocked

the team’s #35 Subaru out of the race, and eventually classified in the 28th spot.

Teammate Bret Spaude, Bushnell, Fl. qualified seventh fastest for the race, only one mph off the pole sitter’s qualifying

speed. He raced the first 24 laps of the 58-lap, two and a half-hour race on Daytona’s 3.56-mile combinational oval

track and infield road course. The pair shared a race-prepped 2012 4-door Subaru WRX STI developed specifically to

go against rival teams within a class in which cars customarily produce over 400 horsepower.

“Our Subaru’s performance in practice, qualifying, and the race was solid and the preparation by the crew simply

excellent. We learned a bit during the practice days and applied them into this weekend,” said Joe Aquilante, principal

of Phoenix Performance in Phoenixville, Pa., where SRRT makes its base operations.

“Brett qualified seventh fastest and was in fourth place at the end of the first lap. He did an excellent job in his 24 laps.

Then, A.J. [Andrew] got up to third place on lap 38. The last lap collision came while he was attempting a pass in the

bustop [section of the race course], and a car ahead of him unexpectedly spun and contact was unavoidable. Now that

our car will be back at our race shop for two months before the next round, we’ll dig deeper and find those extra tenths

of a second [per lap].”

Added James Han, motorsports marketing manager for Subaru of America, Inc., “Our final race result from Daytona

[International Speedway] won’t accurately reflect the on-track performance from our STI and the polished teamwork

displayed by SRRT, but our program shows great promise, and I’m looking forward to the upcoming rounds in the

championship.”

The Daytona race was televised by SPEED TV for broadcast on February 4th at 12 noon EST. The next race is March

30-31 at Barber Motorsports Park near Birmingham, Ala.



Sponsors for SRRT include Subaru Of America, Inc., Subaru Tecnica International (STI), Subaru Performance Tuning

(SPT), Hawk Brakes, Ron Davis Racing Radiators, Automotive Racing products, Rotary Lifts, Carbonetic, and Perrin.

About SRRT Phoenix LLC

SRRT Phoenix LLC represents the Subaru of America Inc. road racing effort in the 10-round GRAND-AM Continental

Tire Sports Car Challenge series and is owned and managed by Joe Aquilante of Phoenix Performance, LLC. The

team’s 32,000 sq. ft. facility is in Phoenixville, Pa., 40 miles west of Philadelphia, Pa. Team drivers Andrew Aquilante

and Bret Spaude race a Subaru WRX STI in the Grand Sport class.

For more information about the team and the cars, call Joe Aquilante at 610-482-0141. Fans can visit the team’s

website at www.srrtphoenix.com and the Phoenix Performance website at www.phoenixperformance.net

About Subaru of America, Inc.

Subaru of America, Inc. is a wholly owned subsidiary of Fuji Heavy Industries Ltd. of Japan. Headquartered in Cherry

Hill, N.J., the company markets and distributes Subaru Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive vehicles, parts and accessories

through a network of more than 600 dealers across the United States. All Subaru products are manufactured in zero-

landfill production plants and Subaru of Indiana Automotive Inc. is the only U.S. automobile production plant to be

designated a backyard wildlife habitat by the National Wildlife Federation. For additional information visit

www.subaru.com.

Follow the Subaru of America Facebook page and subaru_usa on Twitter.

‘“Subaru”, “WRX STI”, all model names, and the Subaru logo are registered trademarks of the Subaru subsidiary of

Fuji Heavy Industries, Ltd, Japan.

Other trademarks and trade names are those of their respective owners.
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