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David Higgins Stages Massive Comeback To Finish Second Overall At Susquehannock Trail

Performance Rally

- Podium Finish Puts Higgins One Step Closer to Second Consecutive Rally America Driver’s Championship

Wellsboro, Pa.,, Jun 3, 2012  -  Subaru driver David Higgins completed the biggest comeback of his career to finish

second overall on the sinuous and technical dirt roads of Pennsylvania’s 2012 Susquehannock Trail Performance

Rally (STPR), round four of six in the 2012 Rally America National Championship. Higgins dropped over three minutes

to the leaders after a mechanical problem struck his Subaru on the event’s first stage dropping him down to 13th

Overall. With his BFGoodrich-tires shod Subaru WRX STI fully repaired for STPR’s second and much longer day of

rallying, Higgins pushed hard and climbed the leaderboard, finding himself on the podium at the finish. The strong result

retains Higgins’ substantial lead in the 2012 Rally America Championship standings and puts him within a handful of

points of securing his second straight Rally America crown with two events still remaining.

On STPR’s very first stage Higgins’ Subaru experienced a transmission problem, forcing Higgins and co-driver Craig

Drew to limp through the day’s three stages before they could reach their service crew for repairs. The duo lost nearly

three minutes and dropped to 13th Overall on the leaderboard. The Subaru Rally Team USA technicians repaired the

#75 SRT USA STI, and Higgins was primed for a big attack on the second and much longer day of rallying that included

nearly 90 miles of gravel stages through the dense forests of north-central Pennsylvania.

Higgins ascended the leaderboard throughout Saturday as he won seven of the 10 competition stages by large

margins. However, the biggest push came mid-day after stage nine, when with just four special stages remaining,

Higgins found himself in third overall but a seemingly daunting one-minute and 41 seconds behind second place driver

Leo Urlichich. Higgins continued to push hard and amazingly clawed back all of that time and more, vaulting him into

second place overall.

“My Subaru team did an awesome job getting the car repaired and we went on maximum attack the next day,”

explained Higgins. “Third place was my goal but when we began to pull big time on a few stages we knew second

place was possible and went for it. This was one of the best comebacks of my career and it was really good fun to be

able to push hard like that. These stages are so difficult when you have to push because the trees are so close to the

road and the stages are very fast! You can never read the road by sight so a great co-driver and great notes are key

and I had both this weekend, so big thanks to (co-driver) Craig Drew.”

Added James Han, motorsports marketing manager for Subaru of America, Inc., “After a frustrating first three stages,

both David and Craig rose to the occasion to claw back time on the leading pack and ultimately finish second at STPR.



The team has placed themselves in a solid position to retain the national title with two rounds remaining in the

championship with our #75 SRT USA STI.”

For additional information about Subaru Rally Team USA visit: http://www.subaru.com/rally. Become fan on

http://www.facebook.com/subaruofamerica and follow @subaru_usa and @srtusa.

About Subaru Rally Team USA

Subaru Rally Team USA is managed by Vermont SportsCar and proudly supported by Subaru of America, Inc., Subaru

Tecnica International (STI), Subaru Performance Tuning (SPT), PUMA, BFGoodrich Tires, RECARO, PIAA, Exedy,

Motul, and VP Racing Fuels. For more information on Subaru Rally Team USA, as well as exclusive photo and video

galleries, visit subaru.com/rally and for the latest news follow the team on Twitter:twitter.com/srtusa.

About Subaru of America, Inc.

Subaru of America, Inc. is a wholly owned subsidiary of Fuji Heavy Industries Ltd. of Japan. Headquartered in Cherry

Hill, N.J., the company markets and distributes Subaru Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive vehicles, parts and accessories

through a network of more than 600 dealers across the United States. All Subaru products are manufactured in zero-

landfill production plants and Subaru of Indiana Automotive Inc. is the only U.S. automobile production plant to be

designated a backyard wildlife habitat by the National Wildlife Federation. For additional information visit

www.subaru.com.

“Subaru”, “WRX STI”, all model names, and the Subaru logo are registered trademarks of the Subaru subsidiary of

Fuji Heavy Industries, Ltd, Japan.

Other trademarks and trade names are those of their respective owners.
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