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Subaru Road Racing Qualifies 4Th At Mid-Ohio

- Aquilante, Spaude Continue to Contend for Win

Phoenixville, PA, Jun 11, 2012  -  Both Andrew Aquilante and Bret Spaude ran the Subaru Road Racing Team’s

Subaru WRX STI race car as high as second place in last weekend’s GRAND-AM Continental Tire Sports Car

Challenge race at the Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course near Lexington, Ohio.

However, mid-way through the 75-lap race on Mid-Ohio’s 2.258-mile course configuration, and with Andrew Aquilante

driving, an aftermarket rear suspension toe link failed. The six laps lost in the pits while a replacement part was pressed

into service, resulted in an 18th place finish in the 24-car Grand Sport (GS) field.

“Our crew quickly identified the problem and replaced the component, and sent Andrew back, where he continued to

run the same pace the race leaders were running, even though we had lost six laps in the pits,” said Joe Aquilante,

owner of Phoenix Performance in Phoenixville, Pa., which prepares the team’s Subaru WRX STI race cars.

“The silver lining is that, as has been the case for the last three races, our Subaru Road Racing Team program has run

up front against a competitive field of teams fielding cars from six different makes,” he added. “Here at Mid-Ohio, the

fastest four cars qualified within one-tenth of a second of each other.”

Team driver Bret Spaude, of Bushnell, Fla., qualified the 4-door Subaru WRX STI fourth quickest out of 24 Grand

Sports class entries, and immediately jumped to second place at the drop of the green flag. He was fifth place in the

running order when the team pitted him under Full Course Yellow conditions on lap 26, turning the driving duties over to

Andrew (AJ) Aquilante.

AJ took the green flag in 11th place, 3.087 seconds out of the lead, and ran as high as second place on lap 46, but the

suspension component issue soon raised its head, dashing the hopes for a for the Subaru team’s second consecutive

win.

“We pitted, the crew quickly fixed the suspension, we went back out and continued to lap the track as fast as the race

leaders until the end of the race – except we were six laps down,” added Joe Aquilante. “We’ve been competitive for

the last three races. Coming to a track and knowing your odds of winning are as good as the best of them, drives up

our confidence level.”

James Han, motorsport marketing manager for Subaru of America, Inc., added, “This result was a difficult one to

accept given our strong performances in qualifying and into the first half of the race. Our team will perform a post-race

deep dive analysis as we always do and make the necessary adjustments before the next race. On the positive, both

Bret and AJ ran strong and our pit stop strategy was on-target.”

The race-prepped #35 SRRT WRX STI is developed to compete against rival teams fielding cars producing over 400



horsepower.

This event is scheduled to be broadcast tape-delayed on SPEED on June 17 at 12:00 PM EDT.

Round 6 of the GRAND-AM Continental Tire Sports Car Challenge will be June 22 at the scenic, 4.0-mile Road

America circuit near Elkhart Lake, Wis.

Sponsors for SRRT include Subaru Of America, Inc., Subaru Tecnica International (STI), Subaru Performance Tuning

(SPT), Hawk Brakes, Ron Davis Racing Radiators, Automotive Racing products, VAC Motorsports, Rockland Standard

Gear, Ecutek, Lista, Rotary Lifts, Cusco, Carbonetic, Hella, and Perrin.

About SRRT Phoenix LLC

SRRT Phoenix LLC represents the Subaru of America Inc. road racing effort in the 10-round GRAND-AM Continental

Tire Sports Car Challenge series and is owned and managed by Joe Aquilante of Phoenix Performance, LLC. The

team’s 32,000 sq. ft. facility is in Phoenixville, Pa., 40 miles west of Philadelphia, Pa. Team drivers Andrew Aquilante

and Bret Spaude race a Subaru WRX STI in the Grand Sport class.

For more information about the team and the cars, call Joe Aquilante at 610-482-0141. Fans can visit the team’s

website at www.srrtphoenix.com and the Phoenix Performance website at www.phoenixperformance.net

About Subaru of America, Inc.

Subaru of America, Inc. is a wholly owned subsidiary of Fuji Heavy Industries Ltd. of Japan. Headquartered in Cherry

Hill, N.J., the company markets and distributes Subaru Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive vehicles, parts and accessories

through a network of more than 600 dealers across the United States. All Subaru products are manufactured in zero-

landfill production plants and Subaru of Indiana Automotive Inc. is the only U.S. automobile production plant to be

designated a backyard wildlife habitat by the National Wildlife Federation. For additional information visit

www.subaru.com.

Follow the Subaru of America Facebook page and subaru_usa on Twitter.

“Subaru”, “WRX STI”, all model names, and the Subaru logo are registered trademarks of the Subaru subsidiary of

Fuji Heavy Industries, Ltd, Japan.

Other trademarks and trade names are those of their respective owners.
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